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TALKING PAPER 
ON 

INTERFACING WITH LOCAL MUSLIMS OVEREAS 
 
-  Unified Commands provide written guidance on appropriate attitudes, greetings, and gestures for AF 
members deploying within their command.  This paper provides specific religious guidance.    
 
-  Visiting a local Imam: 

-- Imams wear a political hat (i.e., In Iran the military is overseen by religious scholars, mullahs, who  
have the ultimate veto vote for any law they determine is not in keeping with Islam).   

-- Before accepting an invitation, verify that it is appropriate to accept the invitation with the chain of 
command (i.e.,  JTF), and check the appropriateness of the visit with the OSI and/or US embassy. 

-- Know whether the Imam is Shia, Sunni, or Sufi. 
   -- During the visit… 

--- Take conversational leads from the Imam (i.e., affairs of the family are considered private). 
--- Seek first to understand rather than to be understood.  Ask more than tell.  Don’t try to evangelize. 
--- Discuss how to make arrangements for group visits if allowed by the commander. 
--- Remember honor and status.  Individuals must maintain face at all costs. 
--- Respect the dietary restrictions (no alcohol, pork or pork by-products).   Serve tea. 
--- Know the significance of Islamic holy days. 
--- Know something about the Qur’an.  The Imam probably knows the Bible well.     
--- Certain subjects incite an emotional response: martyrdom, Western influence and culture. 
--- Never discuss the issue of women’s rights, equality or liberation with either men or women. 

   --  Women cannot initiate the visit, touch, or look directly into the eyes of an Imam. 
 
-  Visiting a local mosque: 
   --  Do not enter a mosque unless… 

 ---  Directed by military authority and required by military necessity. 
 ---  Invited by the Imam. 

   --  Before entering the mosque ask the Imam for proper protocol (i.e., wash hands and remove shoes). 
   --  While in the mosque:  

--- Men should not wear shorts and women should not wear short sleeves or sleeveless dresses. 
--- Talk softly. 
--- Do not walk directly in front of people praying. 
--- Do not take pictures of people in a mosque. 

 
-  Community building projects:  Coordinate through the Joint Task Force Headquarters, Humanitarian   

Assistance office at the Unified Command, local OSI, and appropriate embassy personnel (country 
team member).  Islam requires almsgivers to respect (the recipient) for “everything belongs to God.” 

 
-  Crisis response (burial):  The body must not be changed after death.  The deceased is washed, usually 
    by a family member or a Muslim of the same sex, wrapped up in a clean white cloth, and buried with a   
    simple prayer, preferably the same day. 
 
-  Response to the Muttwa/religious police:  Be extremely polite but firm, correct the deficiency on the    
   spot, and gracefully depart the area as quickly as possible. 
 



-  Work in Military-Civilian Operations or Refugee Camps:  Ensure that women, regardless of their 
   perceived role in Islam, are represented at the table.  Women are generally the primary movers in    
   helping a community return to normal following a complex emergency.  Women also have creative  
   ideas.  


